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Recovering a farmland that was almost lost during the 
pandemic 

Solomon Pasian is a vegetable farmer in Brgy Balili, Mankayan, Benguet. Because of lack of provisions during 
the covid-19 pandemic when economic activities stopped because of the lockdowns, his parents were forced to 
mortgage a portion of their farmland which was Solomon’s share. (shown in the picture below) Under the mortgage 
agreement, Solomon cultivated the land and the mortgagee supplies the farm inputs. The produce was then  
divided  between the  two but  because of  the  high costs of inputs  and  low  vegetable prices,  Solomon’s  
share  cannot  provide  extra  amount  to  allow  him  to  redeem  the  mortgage. 

 
Solomon’s story is not uncommon among farmers during the pandemic. With no income from their usual livelihood, 
farmers were compelled to mortgage their farmlands in order to survive. But even after the lockdowns were lifted, 
these farmers had difficulty redeeming the mortgages and many found themselves about to lose their farmlands. It 
was in response to this situation that the E-CARE Foundation set up a Mortgage Redemption Program to assist 
farmers facing this predicament and allow them to recover from the pandemic. As a member of the Shalom Farmers 
Association which is in partnership with E-CARE, Solomon availed of the program and was able to redeem his 
mortgage. Now, he is liberated from external control in the management of his farm and is deriving better income. 
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PASSING ON THE GIFT 

(A story of a community almost 
forgotten during the pandemic) 

Meet Rosalina A. Pino, 90 years old, from Sta Felomena, 
Makilala, North Cotabato. She was one of those rendered 
homeless when a series of earthquakes hit Mindanao in the 
latter part of 2019. By early 2020, thousands of those affected 
were living in evacuation centers unable to return to their 
villages, two barangays of which were declared completely un-
inhabitable. By March of that year, the pandemic hit the global 
village and everyone forgot about the earthquakes- affected 
evacuees. 

The Episcopal Church in the Philippines however did not 
forget and despite the restrictions brought about by the 
pandemic lockdowns, its Diocese of Southern Philippines 
purchased a 2.6 hectares of land in Brgy Sta Felomena, 
Makilala, North Cotabato where 71 households from among 
the worst affected were relocated. This was made possible 
with donations from congregations in the diocese as well as 
support from Episcopal Relief and Development and World 
Relief and Development Fund. A substantial part of project 
fund also came from the grant-backs of the Hugpong Kalinaw 
housing community in Sabang Bao, Ormoc City who were also 
rendered homeless by a supertyphoon in 2013and who were 
able to acquire relocation lots and build houses thereon, the 
cost of which they granted 

back through the years under the Receivers to Givers Practice 
(R2G) in the Episcopal Church in the Philippines where 
receivers of development grants are supported to utilize these 
grants for their development so that at some point they are 
also able to grant back and pass on what they receive. Through 
this practice, households and communities help each other in 
a never-ending spiral of receiving, utilizing, 

 

Despite her age, Rosalina A. Pino was among the first of the 
households in Sta Felomena to fully grantback the cost of the 
land awarded to her. Six others have likewise made a full 
grantback, amounting to a total of Php 910,000. This is ready 
for pass on to communities facing similar relocation 
challenges in the future. 

The Makilala Relocation Project received strong support from 
the ecumenical community. Encouraged by the action of the 
Episcopal Church, the Catholic Relief Services (CRS), offered 
and later built the houses made of intermediate materials 
intended to provide temporary shelters while the participat- 
ing households work for more permanent structures. 

giving back and passion on. 

 
Songcolan Seashore 

Livelihood Association 
utilizes rain water 

Rainfall is a blessing! It makes agricultural 
production possible and allows plants to grow 
everywhere. The Philippines which is blessed with 
abundant rainfall has diverse ecosystems as more 
water supports a wide range of plant and animal life. 
With climate change, however, rainfall has become 
destructive in many ways. Typhoons have become 
more frequent and with more ferocity. This is 
aggravated by the current practice of gathering 
rainfall from buildings into gutters and spouts and 
directing them to canals or sewage systems which 
overflow and cause flooding. 



The ECP Banquet Fund newsletter page 3  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
To make rainwater more of the blessing that it is, E-
CARE is supporting rain-catchment projects that collect 
rainfall and direct them to water tanks for productive 
purposes. These projects reduce the concentration of 
rainwater flow and thus reduce flooding. Using the 
water for domestic and agricultural purposes also 
enhances groundwater recharge. 

The community of Songcolan in Batan, Aklan does not 
have a water source and thus depends upon water 
delivery purchased from another place. E-CARE 
partner, Songcolan Seashore Livelihood Association, 
built a rain catchment project that now supplies rain 
water to households for domestic purposes. This 
project also serves as the association’s contribution to 
flood control in the community as it reduces the 
concentration of rainwater flow that causes heavy 
flooding in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ Church in Paracelis, Mountain Province, under the 
Episcopal Diocese of Santiago, is powered by solar energy 
at the same time has a rain catchment tank aimed to 
utilizing rain water for productive purposes. 

The Episcopal Church in the Philippines aims to solar 
power and rain catchment a regular feature of all its church 
and institutional buildings and facilities. 
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